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Some information
about our school

Ysgol I.D. Hooson is a designated bilingual primary
school in the village of Rhosllanerchrugog on the
outskirts of the town of Wrexham. Welsh is the

main medium for work and school life. There are
pupils aged between 3 and 11 on the roll, including
children of nursery age. There are 11 mixed aged
classrooms in the school including a class for

nursery aged chldren. Approximately 2% of our

pupils speak Welsh at home. Very few children are
from minority ethnic backgrounds The school has Our curriculum will promote our children’s independence, confidence
identified approximately 7% of its pupils as having and self-awareness as well as awareness of the world around us and our

additional learning needs. culture and heritage.

Our vision was
agreed taking
into acount the
opinions of our
pupils, parents,
staff and
Governors

We will give each child creative, enriching and wide ranging opportunities enabling
them to practise and develop lifelong skills.

N
%

Their time at school will prepare our children for life in an ever changing world,

enabling them to use their school experiences when responding to real life situations.




Our planning process

In planning our curriculum we will celebrate the Welsh language, culture
and heritage. Our curriculum comprises several fundamental elements —
these are experiences and knowledge that we believe to be integral to the

child’s journey through Ysgol | D Hooson.

Health and Safety

Our language
Bilingualism
Our dialect

o

Being
creative

Our community
Our village
Our country




Our values are a key part of our work in planning for the new curriculum. These
values flow across our processes for planning motivational and stimulating activities
that will develop and improve each individual, contributing to the achievement of our

vision of being a school for everyone.

OUR VALUES

OUR BEHAVIOUR

We use self respect
as a starting point
for how we respect
others.

We model respect
through wide-
ranging experiences
and develop
awareness of what
respect means.

Our school's
children
develop to be
independent
individuals who
have
experienced
robust
foundational
education
within a safe
and caring
school
environment.

We are proud of
our learners, of
our pupils’ voices
and of the
enjoyment,
satisfaction and
motivation
provided
through various
enriching and
creative
experiences.

We are ready
for our learners
to experiment
and fo fry new
things, to be
ready to fail and
to persevere in
situations that
pose more of a
challenge.

We are proud
of our
Welshness and
of our Welsh
culture. Itisa
core element
of our school
life and work.

We are
respectful of
the community
we are a part
of and ensure
that an
awareness of
place is integral
to the the
learning
experiences in
our school.

We promote
confidence in
each other and
a willingness to
take risks,
becoming
lifelong
achievers.

We encourage

everyone to be

willing o work
with others
within and
outside our

school

community.




Our fundamentals and values are closely linked. Our values are embedded across the various experiences

planned, with the Curriculum’s 4 purposes feeding into our core planning.

Health and Safety

The health and wellbeing of each
individual is a continuous focus within
everything we do in the school. Our
pupils have access to a range of
I' inteventions including specialist

interventions such as counselling, SAP,
Ffrindiau Da. We hold regular health and
wellbeing weeks during the year. The
special hour at the end of the week gives
pupils an opportunity to share and
celebrate successes and interests with
reward systems such as achieving the

goal and the cup and traffic light system,
resulting from positive attitudes to
learning, school life and values.

A growth mindset is also a key part @
curriculum and we will promote and
encourage this throughout our learni
and teaching.

Purposes

A Growth
Mindset

Language
Charter

Healthy

Schools

The Urdd and
Performing

Additional Learning Needs

As a school we will ensure that we respond to the needs of each
pupil by ensuring that the learning and teaching provided are of the
highest standard. Our universal provision incudes whole classroom
teaching, effective differentiation, group support work and specific
small group interventions, with the level of intervention and support
led by careful continuous assessment. We also work with external
agencies when responding to additional learning needs.
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The curriculum is at the heart of the school. Our curriculum is broad and
balanced for every age and ability, and provides and offers an array of
opportunities and experiences. As well as the curriculum, the 4

purposes of the Curriculum for Wales is at the core of what is planned 4

and cascades through the school’s plans.

he four purposes
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How we plan ?

Our planning springs from the 4 purposes, and follows a theme or a
big question that will give the pupils an opportunity to contribute
towards their learning and discovering, thinking with an open mind
and in a cross-curricular manner throughout the process.

The teacher will then navigate the learning and teaching, considering
the learners’ opinions and ideas. There will be an opportunity for the
learners to work in different ways in order to improve their learning.

Y 4 Diben

4 prif nod y cwricwiwm

Mae'r 4 prif nod yn mynd | helpu plant a phobl ifanc
ifodyn:

1. Dysgwyr ucheigeisiol o galluog
Mae hyn yn medawl eu bod nbw’n credu ynddyn
nhw eu hunain o beth maen nhw'n galiu el wneud.
Moen nhw elsiou dysgu a gwneud yn well. Moe
ganddyn nhw'r sgiliou | ddysgu.

4 ? 2. Mentrus a chreadigol
Mae hyn yn medawl eu bod nhw’n galiu bod yn
greadigol a meddw! am syniodau newydd. Maen
nhw'n galiu gweithio problemau allan. Moen nhw'n
goliu defryddio hyn yn eu gwalth.

3. Dinasyddion egwyddorol a gwybodus
Moe hyn yn meddwl eu bod nhw’'n deoll ey howllou
'u cyfrifoldebau. Maen nhw'n cymryd rhan yn eu

‘ cymuned. Maen nhw’n edrych or 1y byd.

4. lach a hyderus

Moae hyn yn meddwl bod ganddyn nhw feddw o
chorff lach. Moen niw'n teimio’n dda amdanyn nhw
u hunain oc am beth maen nhw'n gredu.




Moving forwards — broad and balanced

Following the 4 core purposes of our curriculum, the various experiences that are planned for

learners at our school follows 6 areas of learning and experience (AoLE). Each AoLE has an
individual curricular team that is responsible for agreeing policies and ensuring experiences are
balanced and diverse, giving consideration to statements about what is important for each AoLE.
These statements are connected to the 4 purposes and help to arrange the learning to make sure

that learners get appropriate skills, experiences and information, as every learner follows their

journey through the school.
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6 Areas of Learning and
Experience

The curriculum gives us freedom to plan our own content and follow our
own learning paths that are unique to our school and based on:

Expressive Arts

Exploring expressive
arts is essential to
deepen skills and
information in the arts,
and it enables learners
to become curious and
creative individuals.

Developing body health
and wellbeing leads to
lifelong benefits.

The number system is
used to represent and
compare the
relationship between
numbers and quantities.

Inquiring, exploring and
investigating inspires
curiosity about the
world, its past, its
present and its future.

Languages,
Literacy and
Communication

Understanding

languages is essential to

understanding the
world around us.

Languages connect us.

Being curious and
looking for answers is
essential to understand
and predict phenomena.

CROSS-CURRICULAR

Literacy

ICcT

We will plan to develop cross-cutting skills across the 6 AoLE, making use of national revised frameworks.

Excellent teaching is a basis for pupil success. We consider our school to be an organization
that learns, that learns about, and that is ready to experiment and continuously look into
effective teaching methods for the benefit of every pupil. This focus is based on our

understanding and awareness of the 12 pedagogical principles.

The ‘What matters’statements for each
learning area is connected to the 4
purposes and helps organize the learning
to ensure that learners receive appropriaté
skills, experiences and information. 4
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Areas and Experience

'he planning to Learn

When movingon to planning learning experiences, the emphasis will
9e on planning rich, broad and high quality learning experiences for
earners, which are suitable for their age and development. This

2s giving enough time to focus on developing basic skills that will
o em to use them within a wide range of activities and learning
es.

Celf'_\odq‘ydau laith a
Mynegiancl Chyfathrebu

Dyniaethau

Mandatory Requirements
It must be ensured that the
pupils are learning about:
Religion, values and

Ensuring that the
following elements are
part of the planning is
also essential:

Addysg u -
Mathemateg
Grefyddol 2 Rhifedd

a Thechnoleg

ethics. Cross-curricular
Relationship and Sexual learning.
Education. Enjoyment of learning

The Welsh Language
English (KS2)

Health and Wellbeing
Community / Families

Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Skills
cascading through all LAEs

Aoa . D€
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Linking the 12 pedagogical principles

Maths,
Economics and
Enterprise

Scientific and
Technological
Understandings

N EED
of learning

Historical,
Global, Social
and Spiritual

Understanding

Physical
wellbeing,
health and

Focus on achieving the 4
purposes

Challenging learners and
identifying the
importance of continued
effort
Communicate high but
achievable expectations

Use mixed teaching styles.

Develop problem solving
skills, creative skills and
critical thinking abilities.

Build on previous
information and
experience. Engage
interest.

Create valid contexts

Implement formative
assessment principles

Extend within and across
the Learning Areas.

Strengthen and practice
cross-curricular skills -
literacy, numeracy and

digital competency.

Develop learners to help
them take increasing
responsibility for their
own learning and to
develop as independent
learners,

Promote social and
emotional development
and positive relationships

Promote collaboration.

Talking
Partner




Planning and themes

A theme or big question will stimulate classroom opportunities, with learners and teachers working closely
together in the planning process. Information collected by the pupils will be a valuable source of information
when planning. Opportunities to practice and develop number, language and digital skills will become part of
planning, with a strong cross-curricular element. Daily class activities and schedules include activities that
focus on basic skills, opportunities to work within learning areas/zones, as well as opportunities to work
outdoors. Through class organisation, there will be opportunities for learners to develop skills within several
contexts as well as to develop their independent skills. Opportunities will be provided to learn how to present
and interpret their work in many different ways.

A theme circle provides an idea of learning paths and the focus of LAEs which ensures a balance of long-term
experiences. There is a strong element of flexibility within the chosen themes, and unexpected situations and
events will encourage and lead the learning to different directions.
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The purpose of

assessment is to support
the progression of each
individual learner in
relation to the 3 to 16
continuum.

Engagement
between the learner,
parents/carers and
practitioners is essential
for learner progression
and well-being.

Enterprising,
creative

Ambitious,
capable
learner T contributor

@ Learner B

Ethical, & | Healthy,
informed T confident
citizen ' individual

Learning across
the breadth of the
curriculum should draw
on a wide range of
assessment approaches,
building a holistic picture
of the learner’s
development. A shared understanding
of progression, developed
through professional dialogue,
is integral to curriculum design
and improving learning
and teaching.

Learners are
at the heart of
assessment and
should be supported
to become active
participants in the
learning process.

Assessment is an
ongoing process which is
indistinguishable from
learning and teaching.

rhuguides, darllen gwahanol destunau, defnyddio
I bennu ystyr

‘gramadeg ac atalnodi yn effeithio ystyr, a¢ | ddatbiygu
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gwahanol

atalnodi

lllll

mewn brawddegau, a chylathrebu gyda patrymau 3
brawddegou.

Vmateb ' hyn rwy'n € glywed , i ddarllen 31 weld, | Addasu a thein (th, gwneud dewisiadau priodol

thug) 2¢ eglur.

ssessment and
rogress

The progression of learners along a learning continuum
between the ages of 3 and 16 is central to the Curriculum for
Wales. We will use various assessment strategies that will
enable each individual learner to make progress at an
appropriate pace, ensuring that they are supported and
challenged accordingly. We use a variety of strategies and
resources as part of a whole school process to monitor and
measure the individual's progress.

Our assessment and monitoring arrangements and methods
are varied, and the use of available information varies across
the school.

The assessment circle identifies the essentials of the process
for measuring progress for the benefit of each pupil. Our pupils
are central to our assessment processes.
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